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When you’ve been in the wine business as 
long as I have, you think you’ve seen it all. 
And though the year 2020 has thrown us a 

curve ball or two, I choose to remain 
optimistic. I have a lot to be thankful for: 
we’re making wine this year for the first 

time in the small winery I built behind my 
house, which means I’m as close to the 
wine as I can get. I’m surrounded by my 
family and our small but dynamic team, 
and we’ve managed to stay healthy and 
safe. And because of club members and 
customers like you, we’ve been able to 

keep the winery going despite the 
downturn in restaurant and retail sales. I 
can’t tell you how much your patronage 

and loyalty means to us. I know life will get 
better in the days ahead; it always does. In 
the meantime, thank you, more than ever, 

for supporting our small family winery.



A NEW WINERY FOR 2020 
by Nat Komes

After years of planning, permitting and construction, we were able to receive our first grapes for 
Flora Springs at our brand new Jon Nathaniel Winery. Talk about a milestone! My dad and I have 
been working on this for over a decade - a small, built-to-purpose winery sitting right behind my 
parents’ home in Rutherford. With upgraded winemaking equipment, a new sorting table that 
allows for meticulous grape sorting, small fermentation and blending tanks, a separate 
temperature-controlled barrel room and its own lab, this is the winemaking setup we’ve dreamed 
about, ideal for crafting small-lot, high quality wines. 

Of course 2020 has brought its challenges, including COVID-19 and the necessity of social 
distancing. Winemaking can’t be done virtually, so we’ve instituted all the protocols recommended 
to keep our team safe and healthy.  Just as many of your businesses have had to change how 
things are done, so have we, and I couldn’t be more proud of the vineyard, winemaking and sales 
teams at Flora Springs. They have pivoted and adapted quickly, always keeping our core values 
front and center. 

Harvest 2020 at our new Napa Valley winery has been gratifying, to say the least. Thankfully the 
fires caused by the rare lightning storms in August did not impact our vineyards or harvest, and 
even our most remote vineyard sites were safe. The fruit for our Single Vineyard Cabernets has 
gradually been coming in as the grapes achieve ripeness, and we’re already seeing how picking 
and processing in very small lots a�ects the quality of the wines. Despite all that has happened 
this year, we are thankful to be in our new home. Our Jon Nathaniel Winery represents the essence 
of what it means to be a small, family-owned winery.



Our organically-farmed Holy Smoke vineyard sits in the heart 
of the Oakville appellation at the approximate center of 
Napa Valley. It derives its name in part from the smoke-like 
fog that lingers above the vines on summer mornings, lifting 
gradually as the sun heats the valley floor. This wine comes 
from a single block in the vineyard planted to Clone 4, and 
the synergy between clone and soil yields a 
beautifully-structured, mouth-filling Cabernet. With a rich 
garnet hue and aromas of plum and vanilla, the 2017 Holy 
Smoke is smooth and dense, with ripe plum and blackberry 
fruit, notes of caramel and toasty oak, and a supple texture 
that coats the mouth with flavor. Layered and complex, the 
2017 vintage yielded an intense and stunning Holy Smoke 
Cabernet with a long and lovely finish. Beef bourguignon 
would be an excellent match for this wine, as would a cheesy 
mushroom tart or crusted ahi tuna.  

CELLAR FACTS

PRICING & REORDER

Appellation:

Composition:

Cases:

Aging:

Enjoyability:

Napa Valley

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

420 

22 months in French (93%) and American (7%) 
oak barrels

Drink now or cellar. Will continue to age through 
2035. 

Price  $125   |   Shipment  $100   |   Reorder  $100

CONSIDER US YOUR WINE EXPERT & SERVICE TEAM

2017 HOLY SMOKE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

Need wine pairing advice? Question about an order? We’re here to help!

(800) 913-1118   |   wineclub@florasprings.com

97 points – Blue Lifestyle, June 2020



OUR NEXT TRILOGY RELEASE 
PARTY: 2022

After much consideration we have decided to 
postpone our Trilogy Release Party until the year 
2022. This wasn’t an easy decision; this annual 
celebration is the highlight of our year and we will 
sorely miss seeing all of your faces in February. We 
know that other wineries are holding virtual events 
and parties, but that’s just not the Flora Springs style. 
We like to go big with food, wine, entertainment and 
live music, and you just can’t do that virtually. And 
gathering in person, which is the way we like to 
celebrate the release of Trilogy, just doesn’t seem 
advisable in the next several months.

Be assured that when we’re back, we’ll be back big 
time, with a Trilogy Release Party like never before. As Anne Komes always reminds us, French 
etiquette dictates that when you raise a glass to toast with someone, you look them in the eye. We 
can’t wait to do that with you in 2022.

Anne Komes

We invite you to plan a visit to the Tasting 
Room to taste our new releases. Check the 
website for our current o�erings and 
remember wine club members receive a 
complimentary tasting for four members.

VIRTUAL TASTINGS WITH 
JAMES PORTER

Although we’re not holding virtual parties, 
we still o�er complimentary virtual tastings 
via Zoom with Private Client Liaison James 
Porter, who brings his own twist and humor 
to these lively get-togethers. Contact James 
at jporter@florasprings.com to set up your 
private tasting.

Our new WINE LOVE STORIES label says it all.
Check our website for availability.


