
Most people don’t know this, 
but when my grandparents 
bought the property that 
became Flora Springs there 
were two Ghost Wineries 
on it. One my father, John, 
converted into a winery; the 
other he spent years reno-
vating, eventually making it 
his home. Our 2018 Ghost 
Winery Malbec sports a new 
label with an illustration of 
my parents’ home which 
was once the Charles Brock-
hoff Winery. Abandoned 
during Prohibition and used 
solely for storage until 1977, 

my dad will tell you the place 
was a mess when he took it 
on as a project (he also jokes 
that its disrepair was the rea-
son his dad let him have it). 
But he made it into a beau-
tiful home, wrapped in stone 
and steeped in history, with 
views of our Estate vineyard. 
I hope you enjoy this new 
label, a tribute to the Ghost 
Wineries of Napa Valley and 
my childhood home.

Nat Komes, General Manager
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OUR FAMILY’S HOME GHOST WINERY



2018 GHOST WINERY MALBEC

      Napa Valley is home to a number 
of “ghost wineries” – wineries 
built between 1860 and 1900 but 
abandoned in the early 20th century 
due to the vine disease phylloxera, 
the Great Depression, and of course 
Prohibition. One of these ghost 
wineries happens to be the home of 
John Komes. Originally constructed 
in 1885, the Charles Brockhoff Winery 
was an active winemaking operation 
for over twenty years until Prohibition 
forced the family out of business. It 
remained abandoned until the 1930s 
when Louis M. Martini arrived in Napa 
Valley, using the building mostly for 
storage. When his parents, Jerry and 
Flora Komes, purchased the property 
in 1977, John completely renovated the 
old stone winery. He lives there with 
his wife, Carrie, to this day. Every year 
we bottle a small amount of Malbec 
in honor of the property’s illustrious 
history. 
      Our 2018 Ghost Winery Malbec 
offers a lively cauldron of black cherry, 
blackberry and blueberry flavors 
and persistent notes of vanilla bean, 
sassafras and cocoa powder. As the wine opens up, 
warm impressions of caramel, coriander and cinnamon 
reveal themselves on the palate within a framework of 
toasty oak and velvety tannins that lengthen the finish. 
This hauntingly delicious wine would be a lovely match 
for pulled pork sandwiches, pesto-laced pasta, smoky 
barbecued lamb or a nice charcuterie plate.

NEXT SHIPMENT – NOVEMBER 2020
2017 Holiday Blend - Flora’s Cardinal

2017 Holiday Blend - Festive Fox

SHIPMENT : SEPTEMBER 2020

Varietal:
Cases Produced:

Aging:
Enjoyability:

100% Malbec
400
18 months in French (75%) and American (25%) oak barrels
Enjoy now through 2030

Price: $60  | Shipment: $54
Wine Club Reorder: $48



2018 ALL HALLOWS’ EVE 
CABERNET FRANC
      
      Every year for Halloween – our 
favorite holiday at Flora Springs - 
we collaborate with an artist on a 
one-of-a-kind Halloween-themed 
label. This year Nat tapped Anthony 
Yankovic, a graphic artist who has 
created illustrations for skateboards, 
snow boards, album covers and 
even a special edition Dentyne gum 
package. For this collaboration Nat 
asked for an image of a winemaker 
at harvest. “I wanted the label to 
illustrate how crazy winemakers 
look by the time Halloween arrives 
at the end of harvest, after weeks of 
nonstop work and very few hours 
of sleep.” Yankovic’s winemaker is a 
devilish looking pumpkin immersed 
in a wine barrel and surrounded by 
flying bat-grape clusters. 
      The 2018 All Hallows’ Eve 
Cabernet Franc wine comes from a 
small block near John Komes’ home 
on the Rutherford side of the Komes 
Ranch. It’s dense and concentrated 
with notes of blackberry, fig and plum 
set against a background of spicy sassafras, cardamom, 
vanilla and toast. Deep, dark and black as a Hallows’ Eve 
night, the wine possesses velvety, polished tannins which 
carry it through to a smooth, harmonious finish. This Napa 
Valley Cabernet Franc would be a treat with a mushroom-
parmesan tart, vegetarian chili, or a rich pozole rojo 
(Mexican pork and hominy stew).

CONSIDER US YOUR WINE EXPERT & SERVICE TEAM 
To place your order, contact us at:

(800) 913-1118   |   info@florasprings.com

Varietal:
Cases Prduced:

Aging:
Enjoyability:

100% Cabernet Franc
175
18 months in French (80%) and American (20%) oak barrels
Enjoy now through 2030

Price: $60  | Shipment: $54
Wine Club Reorder: $48
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BEWARE: The Terrors of  the Terroir 
are coming!

Maybe it’s the sheltering in place, or maybe it’s simply his 
fervid imagination, but Nat Komes has done it again. His 
latest creation: Terrors of the Terroir, a rich, red Napa Valley 
blend available in three designs, each representing one of 
a vineyard manager’s worst nightmares: phylloxera (a louse 
that feeds on vine roots), powdery mildew (a fungus that 
can infect grapes), and red leaf (a virus that attacks vines).

For the terrible and terrifying creatures on these bottles, 
Nat took inspiration from the old Aurora Monster Models 
kits which he collected as a kid. “The 
art on the labels pays tribute to the 
art on the model box packaging,” Nat 
says. “Somehow, the art on the box 
was always better than the model 
inside. That is not the case with this 
wine.” 

We’re hoping these artful and creative 
labels bring a little bit of joy to your 
table this Halloween. We miss seeing 
you and we appreciate your support 
of our family owned winery.


