
Napa Valley is known all 
over the world for its Caber-
net Sauvignons. Our family 
produced its first Cabernet 
in 1979, but it wasn’t until 
the 1980 vintage that we 
released one to the market. 
Back then, a lot of winer-
ies insisted on aging their 
Cabs in 100% new oak. They 
believed that in order to 
compete with French wines, 
especially Bordeaux, they 
had to create Cabernets 
that would hold for 15 to 20 
years. But after about five 
years, most wineries found 

out that the fruit was gone, 
even though the oak was 
alive and kicking. I’m glad my 
family has always allowed the 
Cabernet fruit to stand on its 
own. We never feel the need 
to manipulate the grapes 
through the production pro-
cess, and we always use oak 
judiciously. After all, we work 
hard to grow high quality 
fruit. Why cover it up? 

Nat Komes, General Manager

MAY 2020

Cab is still King



2017 PETIT VERDOT

Petit Verdot is one of the noble 
red varietals of Bordeaux, valued 
by winemakers for the deep color, 
strong tannins and pronounced 
fruit flavors it adds to traditional 
red wine blends. We’ve planted 
small blocks of the variety in our 
Oakville and Rutherford vineyards, 
and often use it to add strength 
and complexity to our Trilogy 
red wine. We also bottle a small 
amount of the late-ripening variety 
on its own for a wine we offer 
exclusively to club members and 
winery visitors. Our 2017 Petit 
Verdot is a deep purple-hued wine 
full of expressive fruit flavors of 
plum, black raspberry and currants 
and shadings of cocoa powder, 
espresso, cola and sweet brown 
spice. Ripe and powerful, the wine 
features hearty yet refined tannins 
and a lush finish with hints of 
cardamom and nutmeg.  It would 
be an excellent partner to rosemary 
and garlic-crusted leg of lamb, 
beef braised in red wine, smoky 
lentil stew or hard cheeses such as 
Gouda or Manchego.

Price: $52  | Shipment: $46.80
Wine Club Reorder: $41.60

NEXT SHIPMENT – JULY 2020
2016 Three Keys Cabernet Sauvignon

2019 Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc

SHIPMENT : MAY  2020

Varietal:
Cases Produced:

Aging:
Enjoyability:

100% Petit Verdot
315
20 months in French (93%) and American (7%) oak barrels
Drink now through 2025 for optimum enjoyment



2017 NAPA VALLEY CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON

Our 2017 Napa Valley Cabernet 
Sauvignon combines fruit from 
Flora Springs’ sustainably-farmed 
estate vineyards in Rutherford, 
St. Helena, Oakville and Napa 
Valley. The hand harvested grapes 
were cold-soaked for several 
days to extract flavor and color 
prior to fermentation. Several lots 
underwent extended maceration 
to refine and soften the tannins, 
and all lots were aged in a 
combination of French (70%) and 
American (30%) oak barrels for 
18 months prior to blending. This 
Cabernet invites you in with bold 
aromas of blackberry, blueberry 
and black raspberry and a lovely 
hint of toasty oak. The flavors echo 
the aromas, with added notes of 
vanilla, sassafras, espresso and a 
hint of cedar. Bright acidity brings 
a nice tension to the wine, with 
elegant tannins bringing it to a 
long, satisfying finish. Grilled pork 
tenderloin with balsamic vinegar 
and olives would be a good fit for 
this Cabernet, as would braised 
lamb shanks or a hearty chick pea 
and spinach stew.

Price: $50  | Shipment: $45
Wine Club Reorder: $40

CONSIDER US YOUR WINE EXPERT & SERVICE TEAM 
To place your order, contact us at:

(800) 913-1118   |   info@florasprings.com

Varietal:
Cases Prduced:

Aging:

Enjoyability:

100% Cabernet Sauvignon
3,034
18 mo in French (70%) and American (30%) oak 
barrels
Drink now through 2029 for optimum enjoyment
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A Message from Nat Komes

As I write this, we are collective-
ly grappling with the news and 
impact of the coronavirus. Our 
family and the extended fam-
ily of Flora Springs hope that 
you, your family and friends are 
healthy and safe. Despite the 
immense challenges we face, it 
is heartening to see our commu-
nities come together to address 
what is an unprecedented situa-
tion.

2020 is proving to be an eventful year for Flora Springs. You 
may have heard that our family sold the Komes Ranch prop-
erty in St. Helena, long known as the Flora Springs Estate. The 
sale – which did not include the Flora Springs brand, our St. 
Helena Tasting Room or our family’s 250+ acres of vineyard 
land in Napa Valley - was an expected part of our family’s 
long-term succession planning. It allows my dad, mom, aunt 
and uncle to step back from day-to-day operations, giving 
me and my cousins the opportunity to lead the winery for-
ward. We’re excited to work together to keep Flora Springs a 
family-run winery. 

In another development, my dad (John Komes) and I are ex-
cited to let you know we completed the purchase of a build-
ing in the heart of downtown Napa. Although early in the 
planning phase, we’re looking at different options and ideas 
for turning the space into a new hospitality venue. I can’t wait 
to share more with you as our plans unfold.

Finally, it is with appreciation for his service that I announce 
the retirement of our long time winemaker, Paul Steinauer. 
Paul has been an integral member of Flora Springs’ winemak-
ing team since 1990, and a close friend of our family. He has 
made innumerable contributions to the winery in his thirty 
years here, always making the quality and consistency of our 
wines his highest priority. Enrico Bertoz, who has worked with 
Paul since 2008, remains in place to carry on Paul’s legacy. 
We will miss Paul, but wish him all the best as he pursues a 
relaxing and well-deserved retirement.

In closing, keep checking our website and/or social media 
channels for Tasting Room news, and know that we are avail-
able by phone and email should you have questions or wish 
to place an order. In the meantime, our best wishes for good 
health for you and your loved ones.


