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1885. That was the year James and William 

Rennie, brothers who emigrated to the U.S. 

from Scotland, planted 60 acres of vines and 

built a stone winery at the end of West 

Zinfandel Lane in St. Helena. Of course I’m not 

sure it was even called West Zinfandel Lane 

back then. I’m guessing it was a dirt road and 

that it passed through more walnut and prune 

orchards than vineyards. The funny thing is, 

even when my parents purchased the old 

Rennie Brothers property in the mid-1970s, the 

place had no address. We actually got to 

decide what our street number would be. For 

the Flora Springs winery I chose 1978, the year 

we produced our first vintage of wine. But for 

my home, which is also on the property, I chose 

1885, in recognition of the Rennies. The wine in 

your shipment, one of two reserve Single 

Vineyard Cabernets we make, is also a tribute 

to the Rennie brothers. It may even be a 

greater honor than a street address!



A CONVERSATION WITH ANNE 
KOMES ABOUT RENNIE RESERVE 
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

Anne Komes is the wife of Nat Komes and a 
native of Marseilles, France. She studied 
winemaking and viticulture in Avignon and 
Aix-en-Provence.

Why is Rennie Reserve one of your 
favorite Flora Springs wines?
The vineyard is very special for a number of 
reasons. It’s the one that sits right in front of 
the winery so you see it in all the photos of the 
Estate. And it has great terroir: it slopes slight-
ly so it’s naturally draining, it’s got good 
exposure to the sun, the grapes are always 
uniform and of good size, and the block from 
which the Rennie Reserve is taken has 
belonged to the winery for a very long time. 
It’s a rare vineyard that produces a unique 
wine.

Do you have any special memories associated with the Rennie Reserve?
Several years ago when Nat and I were visiting my family in France during the holidays Nat brought a 
bottle of Rennie Reserve Cabernet to share. Everyone loved this round, �eshy, well-balanced wine that 
had such a lovely bouquet. It made us all happy. There were no family arguments that night; we all left 
the table with smiles on our faces.

How do you like to enjoy this wine? 
The Rennie Reserve is a high quality, sophisticated wine made with love and attention, and it should be 
enjoyed that way. The most important thing is not to drink it too fast. Let it open up over a couple of 
hours and savor it. The wine will reveal dark red fruit, �gs, minerality – a whole spectrum of �avors and 
complexity as time goes on. Take your time with the Rennie; it has a lot to show o�. 

Do you have any special dishes or food pairings that you like with Rennie?
It’s a great wine with good, juicy meats. We took it to Wyoming with us recently and it was delicious with 
prime rib. Pork chops and comfort foods like gratins or mashed potatoes also come to mind, or a good 
cheese platter. 

Any other anecdote you’d like to share?
Nat and I recently accompanied John and Carrie (Komes) on a cruise in Bordeaux with wine club mem-
bers and enjoyed a lot of wonderful wine and food. People always want to compare French and Califor-
nia wines, but here’s what I say: the Rennie Reserve has no need to envy the French Grand Cru wines. 
Voila!

Nat and Anne Komes



Named for the founders of our historic 1885 winery, our 
Rennie Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon comes from a three-acre 
block on the Flora Springs Estate in the far southwest corner 
of the St. Helena appellation. We’ve farmed this piece of land 
for over 30 years, and with its well matched clone to soil 
selection and proper row orientation it is arguably the finest 
of our 350 acres of Napa Valley vineyard land. We call it 
Block C, a percentage of which we use to create our Rennie 
Reserve Cabernet.  The excellent 2016 vintage produced a 
dark, rich, highly concentrated wine with broad swaths of 
dark plum, fresh-baked berry pie and warm cassis. The 
abundant fruit is joined by notes of co�ee, mocha and 
creamy vanilla on a mid-palate that is plush and 
open-textured. A hint of earth and California bay leaf add 
complexity, and the firm yet supple tannins bring this 
Cabernet to a long-lasting finish.  A pleasure to drink now, 
this wine can easily go the distance for 10 to 15 years.

CELLAR FACTS

PRICING & REORDER

Appellation:

Composition:

Cases:

Aging:

Enjoyability:

St. Helena, Napa Valley

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

420 

19 months in French (97%) and American (3%) 
oak barrels

Drink now or cellar. 
Pull the cork until 2036 for optimum enjoyment. 

Price  $150   |   Shipment  $120   |   Reorder  $120

CONSIDER US YOUR WINE EXPERT & SERVICE TEAM

2016 RENNIE RESERVE CABERNET SAUVIGNON 

Need wine pairing advice? Question about an order? We’re here to help!

(800) 913-1118   |   wineclub@florasprings.com



IT’S READY & YOU’RE 
INVITED TO JOIN US!

We're pleased to share the exciting 
news that the brand new Jon Nathaniel 
Winery, is complete! John Komes has 
converted a redwood barn behind his 
home on West Zinfandel Lane in 
Rutherford to a boutique-sized winery 
housing a fermentation room with 
small-batch stainless steel tanks, an 
arched, brick-lined barrel room, a lab 

and o�ce space. The winery is the culmination of a project John began in 2007, a way of returning 
to his early roots as a hands-on winemaker with a taste for experimentation.
 
John and Nat will use the new winery as home to their Jon Nathaniel Wines including Windfall 
Cabernet, Fabulist, Lavender Hill Chardonnay and Lavender Hill Pinot Noir (coming soon!). Consider 
this your invitation to be the first to join Jon Nathaniel Allocation Membership. Visit jonnathaniel-
wines.com or contact Madeline@florasprings.com to learn more.

THREE KINGS NAPA VALLEY 
CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
3-BOTTLE VERTICAL 

This year Flora Springs comes bearing gifts 
fit for a royal: a stunning three-bottle vertical 
of Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon from the 
2014, 2015 and 2016 vintages.

The labels are themselves works of art, three 
exquisitely-designed progressive scenes of 
the Three Kings. The wines, produced from 
Flora Springs finest Cabernet Sauvignon 
blocks, represent three of the best Napa 
Valley 
vintag-

es in recent memory. With a handsome black gift box includ-
ed, the Three Kings Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 3-Bottle 
Vertical makes an impressive gift.

Just for you, we are o�ng a special pricing of $455 on this 
set—regular price is $650. 


