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When my father and mother purchased 
the Napa Valley property that is now the 

Flora Springs estate, they had no intention 
of starting a winery. It was 1977, and while 

there were a few wineries scattered 
throughout the valley, there were as many 
prune and walnut orchards as there were 

vineyards. My dad saw himself as a 
gentleman farmer, selling grapes to 

neighboring wineries and relaxing in his 
retirement. I was 37 at the time, newly 

infatuated with wine, and when I 
suggested that our family start a winery, I 

know he thought I was crazy. Of course my 
mom thought it was a fine idea, and 
whether it was her influence or my 

bullheadedness, we finally got my dad to 
agree. Never one to bend too much, I 
remember Dad saying I could only use 

half of the old Ghost Winery for my 
winemaking equipment. He wanted the 

other half for his tractors. That seems like 
a long time ago, and though my dad 

always preferred martinis to wine, I can’t 
help but think he’s happy with the way it 

all turned out.



A CONVERSATION WITH 
NAT KOMES ABOUT 
RUTHERFORD HILLSIDE RESERVE

Do you have any special memories 
associated with the Rutherford Hillside 
Reserve Cabernet?
Marketing our Rutherford Hillside Cabernet 
Sauvignon was the �rst project I undertook 
when I came back to Flora Springs after 
college. We produced less than 50 cases and 

my Dad knew it was something special. It was our �rst Single Vineyard Cabernet – from the 1989 vintage 
- and I created the “Cab Club” for it. All the materials were modelled after a taxicab logo, which I thought 
was clever at the time. I wrote a newsletter, made pins and produced all sorts of point of sale material.

Did it work?
I think we got orders for less than 3 cases. You have to remember, no one in Napa Valley produced single 
vineyard wines at the time. But three months later the wine scored 98 points and it sold out within 
hours. I should have just waited.

Do you think Single Vineyard Cabernets are important for Flora Springs?
Yes, in fact the Rutherford Single Vineyard Cabernet was critical for us. At the time Flora Springs 
produced 75% white wine and 25% red. We were known for our Barrel Fermented Chardonnay. But 
starting in the early 1990s Napa Valley was becoming better known for Cabernet Sauvignon. When 
phylloxera (a vine disease) hit, everyone re-planted their vineyards to red varietals. Chardonnay from 
Napa became less common and less popular; it was planted more in Sonoma, Russian River and Santa 
Barbara.

How did all that affect Flora?
Well, my Dad became worried about how dependent the winery was on white wine production. So his 
gamble to make a Single Vineyard Cabernet paid o�. Once that score came out, everyone started to 
recognize Flora Springs for our Cabernet Sauvignon. We made the transformation almost overnight.

Is this a special occasion wine for you…or one that you enjoy more often? 
I don’t need a special occasion to enjoy any of our Single Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignons. It only takes a 
steak dinner to become a special occasion at my house.

Do you have any special dishes or food pairings that you like with this wine?
Rib-eye steak is my go-to pairing with Cabernet Sauvignon. The bloodier the better. My wife always 
jokes that my steak is still moving when I sit down to enjoy it (with apologies to all vegetarians).

John and Carrie Komes

Nat Komes, General Manager



Tucked behind our old family home on the northwestern 
edge of the Rutherford appellation is our Hillside Reserve 
Vineyard. This benchland site sweeps dramatically up the 
hillside, bordering an ancient creek and wrapping around the 
natural springs that give our winery its name. The Hillside 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, sourced from Block J on the 
vineyard’s steep slope, was the first Cabernet we chose to 
bottle on its own. The 2016 Rutherford Hillside Reserve is a 
bold, ripe and concentrated wine exhibiting a veritable 
cornucopia of red, blue and black fruits – red plum, wild 
blueberry, ripe blackberry and warm cassis play equal roles. 
Secondary flavors of wild sage, wood smoke and chaparral 
appear on the mid-palate along with plush notes of vanilla 
and brown spice from aging in predominantly French oak 
barrels. This is a highly polished Cabernet, full-bodied and 
extremely well balanced, with firm yet silky tannins that 
promise both immediate drinking pleasure and long term 
aging potential.

CELLAR FACTS

PRICING & REORDER

Appellation:

Composition:

Cases:

Aging:

Enjoyability:

Napa Valley

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

425 

19 months in French (90%) and American (10%) 
oak barrels

Drink now or cellar. 
Pull the cork until 2036 for optimum enjoyment. 

Price  $150   |   Shipment  $120   |   Reorder  $120

CONSIDER US YOUR WINE EXPERT & SERVICE TEAM

2016 RUTHERFORD HILLSIDE RESERVE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

Need wine pairing advice? Question about an order? We’re here to help!

(800) 913-1118   |   wineclub@florasprings.com



YOUR PREFERRED PALATES 
BENEFITS

Your Preferred Palates membership 
comes with a host of benefits, and we 
want to make sure you take advantage 
of all of them. For a full list check out 
the Wine Clubs section at 
florasprings.com. In the meantime, here 
are a couple of reminders as we head 
into the summer months.

• Now is a great time to book your complimentary tour of The Estate, which includes a barrel 
tasting in our caves. Named one of Napa Valley’s best wineries to visit by Food & Wine Maga-
zine, the Flora Springs Estate is in its full glory in summer and fall. Tours are by appointment 
with one-week advance reservation required (4 persons).

• Did you know that a six-bottle membership in Preferred Palates earns you free shipping on all 
wine club shipments? Upgrade now and take advantage of this cost saving benefit.

• Remember that you can personally customize your Wine Club shipments with Elect to Select, 
which enables you to swap select wines as well as add wines to each Club shipment. Personalize 
each shipment with this convenient Club feature.

• Summer brings hot weather around the country and we sometimes hold Club shipments to 
ensure your wines are in pristine condition when they arrive on your doorstep. Look for emails 
to see if your state/area is a�ected.

JUNE RELEASE: FLORA SPRINGS 2018 SOLILOQUY!
As our flagship white wine, Soliloquy holds a very special place in the Flora Springs portfolio. The 
wine is named for our proprietary Soliloquy clone of Sauvignon Blanc, a clone unique to Flora 
Springs and certified by UC Davis as distinct from more common Sauvignon Blanc clones in Napa 
Valley. We’ve spent thirty years nurturing the Soliloquy clone in our Crossroads Vineyard in 
Oakville, and have always admired it for its depth and purity of flavor. Recently, following five years 
of winemaking trials, we began blending Soliloquy with portions of Chardonnay and Malvasia for 
an intriguing and thoroughly modern white wine. 
Releasing June 15, the 2018 is a complex, multi-lay-
ered white wine blend with the crisp acidity, bright 
fruit flavors and minerality of Sauvignon Blanc, the 
soft, round mouthfeel of Chardonnay and the uplift-
ing, aromatic tones of Malvasia. With a nod to our 
history of innovation, the 2018 Soliloquy is a wine 
worthy of its portfolio companion, our flagship red 
wine blend, Trilogy. 




