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A L L  T H E  F A C T S

 Appellation: Napa Valley

Varieltal: 100% Merlot

Cases Produced: 5160

Aging: 15 months in small French and American oak barrels.

:ecirP liateR detsegguS  $35

 Enjoyability: Drink now through 2023 for optimum enjoyment

NAPA VALLEY FAMILY ESTATE     p 707 967 6723     f  707 963 7518     1978 W. ZINFANDEL LN. ST. HELENA, CA 94574     �orasprings.com

An early bud break followed by warm weather and spring rains brought a rapid start 

to the 2016 growing season, a near perfect year with beautiful weather from bloom, to 

berry set, to veraison and harvest in our Napa Valley estate vineyards. Our winemaker 

and vineyard managers – Paul Steinauer and Pat and Sean Garvey - worked closely 

together as the season progressed to ensure grapes ripened uniformly, adjusting vine 

canopies, thinning fruit and keeping a close eye on soil moisture. The harvest began 

in mid-August and wrapped up by mid-October, just ahead of the valley’s �rst 

signi�cant fall rainstorm.

Our Napa Valley Merlot is an approachable, people-pleasing wine, one of Flora 

Komes’ favorites as she loved its beautiful fruit �avors and supple, easy-going texture. 

The 2016 vintage draws on estate fruit from our sustainably-farmed vineyards in St. 

Helena, Rutherford and Oakville, properties we have owned and farmed for decades. 

This 100% Merlot delivers showy black cherry and blueberry �avors with notes of dark 

chocolate, marshmallow and graham cracker (did someone say s’mores?). Hints of 

lavender and leather add complexity, along with a brown spice character from the 

French oak barrels. This is an unctuous, mouth-�lling wine with ripe tannins and just 

the right amount of acidity to keep it fresh and focused. Incredibly versatile, our Napa 

Valley Merlot is an ideal match for roasted chicken with lemon and herbs, slow-cooked 

lamb stew or spinach risotto with taleggio cheese.  


