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As a student of history I often think about 

the people who first made wine in Napa 

Valley, including the Rennie Brothers who 

built the 19th century winery that now 

houses Flora Springs. I like to think that I’ve 

contributed to preserving that history, by 

restoring the old Ghost Winery on our 

property, but also through other 

construction projects I’ve done in the valley, 

almost all of them restorations and/or 

remodels of existing buildings. The most 

recent example is the old barn in back of my 

home which I’ve reconfigured into a small 

winery for Jon Nathaniel Wines (read more 

about this exciting project on page 2). That 

barn was so close to falling down, and saving 

it is my way of keeping a tradition going. 

The same can be said of the Rennie Reserve 

Cabernet Sauvignon in this months’ 

shipment, a wine that pays tribute to the 

brothers who made wine – and history – 

so long ago. Enjoy! 



JON NATHANIEL: THE NEWEST 
WINERY ON THE BLOCK

If you are a longtime Preferred Palates club 
member you may have heard about Jon Nathaniel 
Wines, the wine label founded several years ago 
by John Komes and his son, Nat. What you may 
not know is that Jon Nathaniel will soon have its 
own home, a small, custom-built winery located 
just behind John’s home on the Flora Springs 
estate in Rutherford. We caught up with John 
recently to find out more about the project.

Why did you start Jon Nathaniel?
I want to get my hands back into winemaking, 
much as I did when I started Flora Springs. I want 
to be able to personally experiment with di�erent 
winemaking techniques, to go through all the 
steps and make wine on a really small scale, with 
no pressure to grow. 

What kind of winemaking techniques?
Things like red wine fermentation in oak, which is 
really labor-intensive and lends itself to smaller 
batches of wine. Also di�erent vessels for 
fermenting Chardonnay, including concrete. I’d 
like to experiment with various types of oak, 
di�erent levels of malolactic fermentation. I want 
to fine tune all of these winemaking processes 
and get back to small scale production.

What wines do you produce 
under Jon Nathaniel?
The Lavender Hill Chardonnay 
from Carneros and the 
Fabulist from Napa Valley are 
the flagship wines. I’ll also 
make small lots of other wines 
depending on vineyard and 
vintage. I like to keep myself 

entertained, so it will vary!

Are you going to transition out of Flora 
Springs?
I’ll always be involved with Flora Springs, but 
Nat has much more responsibility there at this 
point. I’m kind of like a great wine…it’s time for 
me to age properly! 

Tell us about the new winery.
There was an old barn in back of my home that 
was near collapse. Rather than tear it down, I 
decided to repurpose it for Jon Nathaniel. The 
building is very small, only about 4000 square 
feet, but it has a crush pad, fermentation room 
and a nice room for barrel storage. It also has a 
gym, so I can ride my stationary bike while I 
watch my wines age!

What do you want Preferred Palates club 
members to know about Jon Nathaniel?
If you love Flora Springs, you’ll love Jon 
Nathaniel. I’d never want to take anything away 
from Flora Springs, but I think that with Jon 
Nathaniel you’ll find some delicious and 
interesting small batch wines that you just 
won’t see anywhere else. Everyone likes the 
idea of “discovering” great new wines, wines 
that no one else has heard about. Jon Nathaniel 
wines fit that bill. 



Named for the founders of our historic 1885 winery, our 
Rennie Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon comes from a 
three-acre block on the Flora Springs Estate in the far 
southwest corner of the St. Helena appellation. We’ve 
farmed this piece of land for over 30 years, and with its well 
matched clone to soil selection and proper row orientation it 
is arguably the finest of our 350 acres of Napa Valley 
vineyard land. We call it Block C, a percentage of which we 
use to create our Rennie Reserve Cabernet. The low-yielding 
2015 vintage produced a highly concentrated wine with a 
sweet entry that exudes plush flavors of blueberry, plum and 
black fig. The mid-palate joins notes of espresso, sassafras 
and cacao with the bright, abundant fruit, and the aging in 
French oak barrels gives the wine a warm, spicy mouthfeel 
and creamy depth. The 2015 is a substantial wine that can 
easily withstand a decade or more of cellaring, but its 
smooth, supple tannins also make it a pleasure to enjoy in its 
youth.

CELLAR FACTS

PRICING & REORDER

Appellation:

Composition:

Cases:

Aging:

Enjoyability:

St. Helena, Napa Valley

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

530 

18 months in French (89%) and American (11%) 
oak barrels, 40% new

Drink now or cellar. 
Pull the cork until 2035 for optimum enjoyment. 

Price  $150   |   Shipment  $120*   |   Reorder  $120*

CONSIDER US YOUR WINE EXPERT & SERVICE TEAM

2015 RENNIE RESERVE CABERNET SAUVIGNON
TASTING NOTES

*new in 2018, all Preferred Palates Members receive 20% o� suggested retail price for shipments and reorders.

Need wine pairing advice? Question about an order? We’re here to help!

(800) 913-1118   |   wineclub@florasprings.com



READY OR NOT, THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE!

If you’re not quite finished with your holiday shopping or you’re still wondering what to 
get that certain someone, be sure to check out the gorgeous etched and hand-painted 
Holiday Wines on our website. Ideal for gift giving, these one-of-a-kind wines are 
available singly or in gift packs, or you can even customize your own gift set. And if you 
need a little holiday cheer yourself, order a bottle or two of our 2016 Holiday Helper 
Cabernet. The label alone will put a smile on your face, and the wine inside will melt 
your worries away.

A NEW YEAR, A NEW TRILOGY! 
FEBRUARY 2, 2019

That’s right, the 2016 Trilogy Release 
Party is right around the corner and 
once again we’re pulling out all the 
stops to celebrate this newest vintage 
of our flagship wine. Wine, food, music 
and dancing – plus a few new surprises 
– will be the order of the day as guests 
are treated to an assortment of 
palate-pleasing experiences. We’re 
excited to welcome back several of our 
favorite restaurants - including the 
world-famous Morimoto and Zagat-rat-
ed ZuZu - along with other Napa Valley 
purveyors who will create special dishes to complement our wines. We’ll pour the new vintage 
of Trilogy throughout the day and also o�er select library wines plus our well-loved Sauvignon 
Blanc. Tickets are on sale and going fast, so we encourage Preferred Palates members to take 
advantage of special club pricing and order today via our website, florasprings.com/events. Join 
the Komes-Garvey family, our winemakers, and our sales and hospitality teams for one of Napa 
Valley’s most popular events!

AND FINALLY…

We’ve been busy planning for 2019, which promises 
to be another jam-packed year of Preferred Palates 
club shipments and special events. Check out the 
Wine Clubs and Events sections of our website where 
you’ll find our 2019 shipment schedule and event 
descriptions and dates. We can’t wait to see you and 
welcome you and your friends to the Estate!


