
 Giant Sequoia is a member of the Redwood Family, Taxodiaceae, a group of evergreen (and 
some deciduous) coniferous trees which were abundant in forests throughout the world during the 
mild, humid climate of the Miocene Period (about 13 million years ago).  Over the millenia, many 
species in the Redwood Family have become extinct, but there remain 15 species growing today in 
locations from America to China to Tasmania.  Among these ancient species, Giant Sequoia 
(Sequoiadendron giganteum) is king.
 Giant Sequoia is the planet’s most massive living thing past and present (with trunk diameters 
in excess of 36 feet and heights reaching more than 300 feet).  Indeed, no tree species in the world 
has sparked as much interest, reverence, and awe as the Giant Sequoia (a.k.a., Sierra Redwood or Big 
Tree). It's been called the "monarch of all conifers," "godlike giant of the Golden Age," and the "climax 
of American vegetation." Giant Sequoia seeds are among the tiniest in the tree world, yet the trees 
which grow from them are the largest living things on earth, past or present. Ancient Giant Sequoias 
climb to heights greater than 300 feet, and have massive, cinnamon-red trunks nearly 40 feet in 
diameter. These "vast structures of antiquity" have lifespans of more than 3,000 years, longer than 
any tree except the Bristlecone Pine. A hardy species, Giant Sequoias can grow in a surprisingly wide 
range of climates.
 CARING FOR A GIANT SEQUOIA:  The Giant Sequoia is a mountain species, growing at up to 
9,000 feet in elevation.  It is native only to a very limited range along the western slopes of the 
Sierra-Nevada mountain range in central California, where winters are cold and snowy and summers 
are hot and dry.  Despite its limited natural range, the Giant Sequoia is a highly adaptable species.  It 
is both cold and heat hardy, and can grow almost anywhere in the United States.  The two primary keys 
to success with the Giant Sequoia are:  [1] a nice, sunny growing location; and [2] a watering cycle 
which allows the Giant Sequoia’s roots to dry out in between waterings.  OVER-watering is the most 
common problem people have in raising their Giant Sequoias.  In regions that experience particularly 
frigid weather in winter, some winter protection for young Giant Sequoias may be in order.  If 
containerized, the main objective is to prevent the tree’s roots and soil from freezing solid.  If the tree 
is not in a container, heavy mulching around the tree’s base or even a cold-frame  or plastic tent over 
the tree can provide the needed protection from wind and cold.  Some exposure to cold weather is 
actually healthy for the Giant Sequoia though, so in areas where protection from super-frigid weather 
is needed, the tree should be located in an area where it remains cold in winter, but just not cold 
enough to freeze solid.  A non-heated basement or garage (with ample natural light) is often a suitable 
location for over-wintering a tree in very cold climates.  As trees develop and grow larger, they 
typically become more accustomed to a region’s climate and require less special care.  Typically, a 
Giant Sequoia will “shut down” in winter, and may attain a brownish-bronze color – this is nothing to 
worry about.    
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