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When I describe a wine I usually try to stay 

away from using a lot of fruit descriptors. 

I like to talk about how a wine feels more 

than how it tastes, and I find that people 

tend to have di�erent opinions about the 

aromas and flavors in the wines they’re 

tasting anyway. The one exception might 

be our Holy Smoke Cabernet Sauvignon.  

If you – like me – ever heard someone use 

the term “cassis” as a fruit descriptor and 

wondered what the hell cassis tasted like, 

have a sip of the Holy Smoke Cabernet. 

If you’ve never tasted cassis, this is it. 

In fact, the Cabernet fruit from Holy Smoke 

is so cassis-like that my father-in-law used 

to make jam out of the vineyard’s second 

crop. The first time he did, he said to me 

‘John, Holy Smoke! You could have made 

more wine!’



As part of our recent makeover of the 

FloraSprings.com website we created a timeline of 

Flora Springs’ history, beginning with the estate’s 

establishment in the nineteenth century, its 

subsequent incarnation as a Ghost Winery and then 

as the family-owned Flora Springs Estate we know 

today. In the process we re-discovered some 

amazing facts, which we thought we’d share with 

you here. For more, be sure to visit our new website 

and timeline at www.florasprings.com.

DID YOU KNOW?

In 2007 Flora Springs 

installed 6,500 

square feet of solar 

panels, mounted on a 

custom-designed 

structure that doubles 

as a storage and 

shade area. The 

panels generate 

100,000 kilowatt 

hours annually, which 

covers all the energy 

needed for red wine 

production.

Our mother, grandmother and the winery’s 

namesake, Flora Komes, celebrated her 

100th birthday in 2011, with parties, tributes 

and special wines befitting the amazing 

woman she was!

The first crush at Flora 

Springs was in 1978, when 

John and Julie Komes and 

their spouses enlisted the 

help of friends to harvest 

grapes from the 

newly-purchased estate. 

The grapes were trucked back to John’s garage 

in the East Bay and fermented using home 

winemaking equipment, yielding 200 cases.

Just fifteen years after Rennie Brothers Winery in 

St. Helena was established in 1885, a fire — reportedly 

started by candles — damaged the winery and destroyed 

all the cooperage. With the vine disease phylloxera 

taking its toll on the vineyards, the Rennie brothers 

decided to sell the winery and vineyard property. 



TO PLACE YOUR ORDER PLEASE CONTACT WINE CLUB DIRECTOR 
KENNY WERLE AT (800) 913-1118 OR INFO@FLORASPRINGS.COM 

2013 HOLY SMOKE  
CABERNET SAUVIGNON TASTING NOTES

Our organically-farmed Holy Smoke vineyard sits just 

o� the Oakville Crossroad in the heart of the Oakville 

appellation. This wine comes from a small parcel of the 

vineyard planted to the famous Cabernet Clone 4. The 

synergy between clone and vineyard site yields a single 

vineyard Cabernet that may be the most Bordeaux-like 

wine in our portfolio. The 2013 Holy Smoke exudes 

terroir-driven aromas of limestone and granite with 

powerful aromas of cassis, black cherry and licorice 

leaping from the glass as well. Along with the 

characteristic black and red fruit profile, the mid-palate 

exhibits notes of cinnamon spice and cedar with flecks 

of Belgian chocolate and tru�es. This elegant Cabernet 

would be wonderful with a winter stew or any grilled 

dishes or meats.

   CELLAR FACTS

 Appellation: Oakville

 Composition: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon

 Cases: 495

 Aging: 22 months; 90% French oak

  10% American oak (65% new)  

 Enjoyability: Drink now or cellar. Pull the cork 

  until 2029 for optimum enjoyment.

   PRICING & REORDER

Price $125  |    Shipment $90   |   Reorder $100



1978 WEST ZINFANDEL LANE

ST. HELENA, CALIFORNIA 94574

FLORASPRINGS.COM  |  800.913.1118

These wines will sell out, so please contact 
us to place your order at (800) 913-1118 

or info@florasprings.com.

SAVE THE DATE(S)!

Fall is here and we have some great tastings 

and special events lined up for the next few 

weeks and beyond. Here are a few, but check 

out www.florasprings.com/events for 

updates and further details.

Flora's Spooky Tasting  
September 2 -November 1, 2016

The Room

Holiday Shop Event
December 10, 2016

The Room

Preferred Palates Club Appreciation Day
December 10, 2016

The Estate

2014 Trilogy Release Party 
(this year featuring The English Beat!)
February 4, 2017

The Estate

Silversea Mediterranean Cruise 
with Flora Springs’ John Komes
May 19-29, 2017

Monte Carlo to Lisbon

We asked Winery Ambassador Luis 
Toscano what he likes about our Holy 
Smoke Cabernet Sauvignon?

Holy Smoke was one of the very first wines 

from Flora Springs that I tasted. Ever since 

I’ve been in love with its dark fruit, soft 

cherry flavors, baking spice aromas and 

remarkably elegant tannins. The Oakville 

appellation is home to some of the best 

Cabernet Sauvignon in the world and Holy 

Smoke is no exception. I encourage you to 

open a bottle and find out why it is named 

Holy Smoke!  

“

”


