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My mother Flora was the “soft touch” in our family. 

As I was growing up, first in southern California and 

later in San Francisco, she was always the one with 

the ready hug and kind words. We could go to her 

with our problems, and though she didn’t always 

have the solution, she’d reassure us that everything 

would come out all right in the end, and it usually did. 

Flora Komes was a great mother, but she was also 

great inspiration to me. I can’t think of anyone who 

appreciated the land as much as she did. She loved 

its untamed natural beauty, but she also enjoyed 

interacting with it, cultivating her gardens, fruit trees 

and vineyards to produce something beautiful to look 

at or delicious to eat. Perhaps it was her Hawaiian 

heritage, or simply her joy in being alive.

When I recently celebrated a “milestone” birthday my 

wife Carrie organized a party for me here at the 

winery, and when it came time for the entertainment, 

she surprised me with a trio of hula dancers! I think 

we were all channeling Flora that day. 
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These wines will sell out, so please contact 
us to place your order at (800) 913-1118 

or info@florasprings.com.

We asked our Manager of Winery Relations 
Scott Johnson for his thoughts on the 
2013 Rutherford Hillside Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon.

With nearly 30 vintages of Rutherford Hillside 

Reserve behind us, this wine represents yet 

another quintessential Flora Springs Single 

Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon. Continuing the 

legacy, the Rutherford Hillside Reserve is made 

from the highest quality fruit from this 

stunning vineyard nestled in the northwestern 

foothills of Napa’s treasured Rutherford 

appellation. With the immense concentration 

typical across the 2013 vintage, this wine 

brings deep and lush fruit complexities, 

balanced with the subtle nuances of the finest 

new French oak barrels. This wine tells the 

story of everything I love in a glass of Flora 

Springs Cabernet.

THE CRITICS LIKE IT TOO!

94+ POINTS
The Wine Advocate

“One of their flagship wines is their 2013 

Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Reserve 

Rutherford. This is an age-worthy collector’s 

item, and the 2013 is certainly one of the 

best they’ve produced to date. Dense 

ruby/purple with dusty/loamy notes in the 

background, oodles of red and blackcurrant 

fruit, there is high-quality toasty oak as a 

subtle component and a full-bodied 

richness. There is plenty of tannin still to 

resolve. The wine has great balance, 

impressive extract and richness. This is 

meant for 20-30 years of cellaring, but 

there’s no reason to defer your gratification 

given all the fruit it already o�ers.”

—Robert Parker, 

The Wine Advocate, December 2015
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We spent some time with John Komes recently 

to find out more about the provenance of the 

Rutherford Hillside Reserve Cabernet 

Sauvignon:

When did you start to bottle the wine on its own?

It was in the early 1990s, a few years after those 

new vines started to bear fruit. We set aside a 

small amount of Cabernet from the block and 

bottled it all in magnums. The wine sold out 

before we knew what hit us. So the following 

year we bottled the wine in 750s, and have done 

so ever since.

Why do you use the term ‘Reserve’ on this wine?

The Rutherford Hillside and Rennie are the only 

wines that carry the term “reserve” on their 

labels. They di�er from our Single Vineyard 

Cabernets in that they’re made from individual 

blocks and even sub-blocks within the vineyard 

that surrounds our winery. So they come from 

very small, very singular pieces of land. To me, 

they’re the most complete wines we make, with 

exceptional depth and concentration but also 

restraint and elegance – the epitome of what 

“reserve” should mean.

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER PLEASE CONTACT WINE CLUB DIRECTOR 
KENNY WERLE AT (800) 913-1118 OR INFO@FLORASPRINGS.COM 

2013 RUTHERFORD HILLSIDE RESERVE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON TASTING NOTES

Tucked behind our family home on the northwestern 

edge of the Rutherford appellation is our Hillside 

Reserve Vineyard, a site that sweeps dramatically up 

the hillside, bordering an ancient creek and wrapping 

around the natural springs that give our winery its 

name. The Hillside Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, 

sourced from Block J at the vineyard’s highest elevation, 

was the first Cabernet we chose to bottle on its own. 

The 2013 vintage is inky and dense, displaying warm 

notes of blackberry pie, crème de cassis, co�ee liqueur 

and maraschino cherries that evolve into a decadent 

core of melted bittersweet chocolate inflected with 

vanilla bean, roasted espresso beans and caramel. This 

is a lush and powerfully graceful wine, with enveloping 

tannins that promise pleasure in the near term but long 

term aging potential as well.

   CELLAR FACTS

 Appellation: Napa Valley

 Composition: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon

 Cases: 458

 Aging: 18 months in French and 

  American oak barrels (75% new)

 Enjoyability: Drink now or cellar. Pull the cork 

  until 2035 for optimum enjoyment.

   PRICING & REORDER

Price $150  |    Shipment $112.50   |   Reorder $120

THE STORY BEHIND  OUR
RUTHERFORD HILLSIDE RESERVE

John Komes and Julie Garvey celebrate John's 75th birthday Hawaiian style.
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