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I’ve always considered our Rutherford Hillside 

Reserve Vineyard to lie at the heart of what 

we stand for at Flora Springs: the intersection 

of the land with our family. Tucked behind my 

father and mother’s old home on the west side 

of the Rutherford appellation, this benchland 

vineyard dramatically sweeps up the hillside, 

wrapping around the natural springs that give 

our winery its name. The Cabernet Sauvignon 

from this vineyard was the first we chose to 

bottle on its own. That was in 1989, and I still 

love pulling those well-aged bottles from my 

cellar. I’m frequently asked how I like to enjoy 

the Single Vineyard wine we produce from this 

picturesque site. To that I say unequivocally: 

Often! And preferably with a juicy filet 

mignon on the side!
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The Rutherford AVA: Known for Bordeaux 

varietals, particularly critically-acclaimed 

Cabernet Sauvignons, the Rutherford AVA 

stretches across the widest mid-point of Napa 

valley, bordered on the east and west by two 

mountain ranges. 

“The appellation encompasses just six square 

miles, yet it has a worldwide reputation as one of 

Napa Valley’s finest growing regions,” says Flora 

Springs’ Vineyard Manager Pat Garvey. 

“It has a happy combination of topography, 

climate and soil that just works for wine grapes, 

especially Cab.”

Even though Rutherford’s climate is similar to 

neighboring appellations, there are di�erences 

that are significant in grape growing. Because 

it is located at Napa Valley’s widest point, the 

AVA has a higher “radiant value” than other 

parts of the valley, in other words, its vine-

yards spend more time in the sun. Warm 

summer days give way to cool evenings 

however, with temperatures dropping 

dramatically from afternoon to evening on 

an average summer day. This allows fruit to 

ripen at an even, steady pace.

Rutherford is also distinguished by its soils – 

what legendary winemaker André Tchelist-

che� famously called “Rutherford dust” – 

which are formed by three alluvial fans with 

rocky, sandy deposits that are extremely 

well-drained. Our Rutherford Hillside Reserve 

Vineyard sits on one of these fans, tucked up in 

the far northwestern corner of the appellation 

on what’s known as the Rutherford bench.

“Our Hillside Reserve Vineyard is the 

northernmost vineyard in the Rutherford 

SMALL BUT MIGHTY: THE RUTHERFORD AVA

appellation,” says Pat. The low-yielding vines here 

soak up plenty of morning sunshine, and their roots 

reach deep into the soil to access water from the 

underground springs in that part of our property. 

Our Hillside Reserve Cabernet comes from a tiny 

block within this vineyard, at its highest elevation.

“I’ve farmed this vineyard for over 30 years and seen 

it through planting and re-planting, and it never 

disappoints,” says Pat. “The grapes 

are small yet incredibly juicy, 

with intensely 

concentrated flavors 

that yield almost 

indescribably 

delicious 

wines.” 
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2011 RUTHERFORD HILLSIDE RESERVE 
TASTING NOTES

2011 was an unusually cool vintage in Napa Valley, with 

weather patterns that required great attention to detail in our 

vineyards. Working by hand to open the vine canopies to air 

and sunlight and trimming away sub-optimum fruit, we were 

able to harvest relatively low yields of small, concentrated 

berries that yielded expressive and complex wines. Further 

culling in the cellar produced this 2011 Rutherford Hillside 

Reserve, a massive Cabernet that displays classic blackberry 

and black cherry aromas laced with chocolate, caramel and 

Herbes de Provence. These same ripe fruit notes are at the 

core of the wine’s young flavors, accompanied by hints of 

loamy earth, olive tapenade and sweet oak which add to the 

layered, complex profile. Richly structured with fine-grained 

tannins, this Hillside Reserve is a classic representation of this 

spectacular Napa sub-appellation.

   CELLAR FACTS

 Appellation: Napa Valley

 Composition: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon

 Cases: 400

 Aging: 22 months; 90% new French oak; 

  10% one year old French oak

 Enjoyability: Drink now or cellar. Pull the cork 

  until 2022 for optimum enjoyment.

   PRICING & REORDER

Price $125   |   Shipment $112.50    |  Reorder $100

   FROM THE CELLAR

2010 Rutherford Hillside Magnum 1.5 L  |  Price $280

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER PLEASE CONTACT WINE CLUB MANAGER 

KENNY WERLE AT (800) 913-1118 OR INFO@FLORASPRINGS.COM 



e recently caught up with Winemaker Paul 

Steinauer and asked him about the “enjoyability” 

window for wine… 

“The enjoyability window is synonymous with "optimum 

enjoyment,” and is somewhat subjective depending on 

taste preference. Young wines tend to show more up front 

fruit flavor, while characteristics such as leather, earth, etc. 

take on a more prominent role in older wines. I find that 

aged wines are best accompanied by food, whereas 

younger wines can more easily stand alone. For me, 

optimum enjoyment means an approachable wine that still 

shows plenty of fruit character. The wines we make today 

at Flora Springs are approachable early on, as our tannins 

are very soft and supple.”

RUTHERFORD HILLSIDE RESERVE: 
ENJOY NOW…AND LATER
We have always said that our Rutherford Hillside Reserve 

is the most Bordeaux-like wine that we make. Elegant and 

richly-fruited, the wine is impeccably balanced, with a 

seamless integration of fruit, tannin and oak. The Hillside 

Rutherford Reserve is the best of both worlds: a wine that 

is approachable in its youth yet with the fruit and tannin 

structure to age gracefully for several years. We 

encourage you to order this one by the case. Pull a cork 

every six months or so, and the Hillside Reserve will give 

you years of “optimum” enjoyment! 
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