
f you know John Komes, you know that one of his 

all-time favorite wine and food pairings is Cabernet 

Sauvignon and steak. What’s not to love? But John has 

taken this time-honored match further than most, 

experimenting to come up with just the right cut of 

meat for each of Flora Springs’ Single Vineyard 

Cabernets. Drinking Out of Sight tonight? Throw a big 

juicy rib eye on the grill; it’ll be the perfect match for 

this big Cab with its wild herb and game undertones. 

Opening a Wild Boar? Herb-rubbed tri-tip is just the 

thing to bring out the sweetness of this wine.

FLORA’S FIVE
On a recent night this summer John got together with 40 

club members for the first ever “Flora’s Five Cabs & Five 

Cuts Wine Club Dinner.” Barrel samples of the five 2012 

Single Vineyard Cabs were paired with small beef-centric 

bites and an al fresco dinner prepared by some of Napa 

Valley’s most famous restaurants including Tra Vigne, 

Meadowood, Farmstead and Grapevine Catering.  Steak 

Tartare paired with Holy Smoke Cab kicked it o�; then it 

was on to Lavender Rubbed Tri-Tip with the Wild Boar, 

Miso Marinated Rib Eye with Out of Sight, and a Short Rib 

Croquette with the Rutherford Reserve. After regaling the 

party with tales of starting Flora Springs in the 1970s, 

John rubbed his hands together as he headed for the 

dinner featuring Filet Mignon with Rennie Reserve. “It 

doesn’t get any better than this,” he said with a 

characteristic grin.
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The first time I “saw” our Out of Sight 

Vineyard, I actually didn’t see it at all. It 

was the late 1980s, and my brother-in-law 

Pat told me there was a vineyard for sale 

on the Silverado Trail just north of Napa. 

Pat said it was kind of rough around the 

edges, but he thought it had potential. 

That weekend my wife Carrie and I went 

to check it out for ourselves. Back and 

forth along the Trail we went looking for 

that damn vineyard, but all we saw was a 

tangle of trees and bushes. We came back 

home and told Pat: “That vineyard is out 

of sight.” Needless to say we bought the 

vineyard, and the name stuck! 
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Though Napa Valley has 16 di�erent sub-

appellations, each with its own distinctive 

characteristics, there are small sections of the 

valley that, for one reason or another, don’t fall 

within these legally-defined AVAs. Our Out of 

Sight vineyard is in one of these sections, an 

area comprising just a few square miles in the 

southeastern region of the valley. Located 

south of the Stags Leap District and north of 

the town of Napa, this western-facing vineyard 

is planted entirely to Cabernet Sauvignon, with 

a few rows dedicated to our Out of Sight single 

vineyard bottling.

“Though this southern area of the valley is 

generally somewhat cooler than Rutherford or 

Oakville to the north, the western orientation of 

Out of Sight gives it a lot of afternoon sunlight,” 

says Vineyard Manager Pat Garvey. “Still, Out of 

Sight is usually one of the last vineyards we 

harvest, and the luxury of that extra “hang 

time” on the vine produces grapes that are 

richly concentrated and flavorful.”

When we purchased the Out of Sight Vineyard 

in the late 1980s, the wild appearance of the old 

head-pruned vines suggested years of neglect. 

Fortunately the vineyard’s St. George rootstock 

was sound, so Pat and his vineyard team spent 

the next three years training the vines onto a 

more contemporary “vertical trellis,” a wire 

system that allows air and sunlight to move 

through and penetrate the leaves and clusters. 

Cover crops were planted to increase the 

organic matter in the soil, and today Out of 

Sight is a certified organically farmed vineyard.

“Twenty-five years ago this site was one of 

those hidden gems in Napa Valley, an over-

looked yet promising piece of vineyard land,” 

2011 OUT OF SIGHT
TASTING NOTES

Planted on an oak-laden hillside south of Napa Valley’s Stags 

Leap District along the Silverado Trail, our Out of Sight 

Vineyard is easily missed, hence its name. In 2011, unusually 

cool weather patterns in Napa Valley required great attention 

to detail in our vineyards. We worked by hand to open the vine 

canopies to air and sunlight, trimming away unwanted leaves 

and sub-optimum fruit. Our vigilance paid o� in low yields of 

small, concentrated berries and complex, expressive wines. 

The 2011 Out of Sight Cabernet exhibits dense, dark blueberry 

and blackberry aromas with subtle hints of fresh, wild fennel 

and lavender. Blueberry and currant flavors take center stage 

on the palate, with notes of vanilla, perfumed oak and savory 

wild game in supporting roles. This is a big, burly Cab – 

densely structured, muscular and built for the long haul.

   CELLAR FACTS

 Appellation: Napa Valley

 Composition: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon

 Cases: 310

 Aging: 21 months, 90% French oak, 10% American oak

 Enjoyability: Drink now or cellar. Pull the cork until 2022 

  for optimum enjoyment.

   PRICING & REORDER

Price $100   |   Shipment $90    |  Reorder $80

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER PLEASE CONTACT WINE CLUB MANAGER 

KENNY WERLE AT (800) 913-1118 OR INFO@FLORASPRINGS.COM 

A HIDDEN GEM – OUR OUT OF SIGHT VINEYARD

says Pat. “The transformation of the vineyard 

was painstaking, but the result – one of the 

finest Cabernet Sauvignon vineyards in our 

portfolio — was well worth the e�ort.”
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